Wappingers Central School District

Social Studies Department

Course Syllabus
	Course Name
	HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES

	
	

	Course Code
	D784

	
	

	Duration
	Half-Year

	
	

	Grade 
	11-12

	
	

	Credit
	0.5

	
	

	Rank
	1.00

	
	

	Prerequisite
	None

	
	

	Assessment
	A teacher-created final exam, term paper or culminating project will be included and counted as 20% of the final course average.

	
	

	Textbook
	Various Assigned Readings

	
	

	Areas of Study
	1. Part One: Human Rights Before 1948: A History

a. The Greek Tradition

b. Roman Foundations

c. The Judeo-Christian Tradition

d. English Traditions of Rights and Laws

e. Natural Rights and the Social Contract

f. The Enlightenment

g. The American Revolution

h. The French Revolution

i. A Critique of Natural Law

j. Universal Suffrage and Early Feminism

k. The Labor Movement

l. Socialism and Marxism

m. Internationalism, Woodrow Wilson, and the League of Nations

n. Totalitarianism, World War II, and the Holocaust

2. Part Two: The Universal Declaration Of Human Rights

a. An Overview of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

b. An Analysis of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

3. Part Three: The Contemporary Human Rights Movement

a. An Overview of the Human Rights Movement

b. Governmental Organizations

c. Nongovernmental Organizations

d. Human Rights Activists

4. Part Four: Contemporary Human Rights Issues

	
	

	For Information
	For a complete review of the NYS Social Studies Learning Standards, see

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sslearn.pdf
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